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to suppose an approach to universal suffrage such
as would be neither tolerated nor tolerable in this
country", or else a great diminution in the number of
representatives) would not be large enough to put
bribery, to say nothing of " undue influence," which
is a monster less dependent for success on the small
number of its victims, out of the question. As has
been said, there is another defect in our representative
system which must be remedied before bribery can be
slain, or which, even if bribery could be destroyed
without its aid, would be necessary to cure the disorder
of which bribery is only a symptom. The representa-
tive principle, properly applied, though it might be
powerless against the pressure of " undue influence "
in cases where resistance would be ruinous, claims
to exclude the mere barter of votes for money, by
supplying, except in minds sordid beyond the average,
a better motive than money for electoral action. One
of the two great reasons why electors are bribed is
that they care very little who is returned to Parlia-
ment for the constituency to which they belong, or
what are his political views. Is this to be wondered
at when it is considered that, on the one hand, they
can scarcely be said to have any field of choice at all ;
and, on the other, that whether they vote on one side
or the other, or do not vote at all, they have commonly
about an equal chance of not being represented, or
rather of being misrepresented, in Parliament ? Is it
to be wondered at that, when one or two persons are
presented to his choice of whom he knows nothing
either good or bad, or only the latter, the voter is
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